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A to & Rome press dis-
patch Mareh 11, Pope Bene-
diet is deeply chagrined because
Palestine has not been annexed to
his empire. .Jf he would confess
the whole troth, he probably re-
grets the overthrow of his late al-
ly, the sultan, there just as)he has
admitted his sorrow over, the
downfall of his late Teutonic al-
lies, He knows that wherever a
flag of any entente nation flies,
liberty, justice and intelligence
will quickly take the place of ig-
norance, superstition and autoe-
racy. As chief of autocrats, he is
naturally distressed because of

8 prospect,

After it became manifest that
the triumphant forces of demoe-
racy would mot permit him to sit
in the peace conferenes, he began
to demand that Palestine be deliv-
ered over to him. This demand
was expressed by the diocesan or-
gans of his cardinals in our coun-
try. But Christian peoples
throunghout the world feel that
Palestine has suffered enough dur-
ing the past thirteen centurics of
subjection to the bloody Moham-
medans, Turning this saered land
that anciently flowed with milk
and honey over now as a rendez-
vous for the eruel and ignorant
hordes of popery would be the
crowning tragedy of the ages. It
will not be done.

But rather than see it opened to
civil and religions liberty he
would doubtless prefer that it
should continue forever to be trod-
den down by the Turks, It would
be difficult to decide in the light of
history whether more human
wreckage and ruin lies in the wake
of the sultan or of the pope.
Wherever the sway of either has
been established, the eandle of civ-
ilization has flickered and gone
out, The march of liberty has fin-
ally outstripped both those pagan
autocracies.  The papal wail over

It is well to notice, infer alia,
in the foregoing vatican lamenta-
tion that the declares that all
who lost ““the Catholic faith’’ will

to“perdition. The Episcopal
ishops who are visiting the pope
with a plea for union of the two
sects shonld familiarize themselves
with this newest expression of
papal toleration. The vatican au-
toerat declares that they and all
who reject the dogmatic supersti-
tions and absurdities of Rome
are headed for perdition. The
only terms on which they ean hope
to unite with popery is to swal-
low the whole dose of eivil su-
premaecy and doetrinal infallibil-
ity together with the transubstan-
tiation, anathemas, relics,” beads
and maryolatry which the Holy
Spirit has ealled ‘‘the mother of
harlots and of the abominations of
the earth.”—Rev. 17:5.
; While the papal-Irish in this
country and abroad are deelaring
war on the British government,
Pope Benediet is anxious about
the decisions of the peace confer-
ence and is demanding that Brit-
ain hand over Palestine to be
plundered and ruined by him.
France and Italy ean inform the
peace conference out of a thou-
sand years bitter experience what
it means to be under the brutal
sway of the pope. Having so re-
cently and at such cost of blood
and treasure rent the fetters of
popery and stepped into the light
and liberty of Christian eciviliza-
tion, they will not eonsent to hang

Protestant Palestine, as it ap-

the papal yoke upon Jerusalem.
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ology includes or excludes; but in its political practice
and in its }%hiloaophy concerning human life and human
relations. This becomes evident when we read those edicts
laid down by the ““infallible” popes for the regulation of
every Roman Catholic on earth.

Perhaps none of the popes has had more to say con-
cerning matters that are fundamental to American life
and American government than Leo XTIT whose long pon-
tificate came to a close well within the present century. It
is wholly unnecessary to go back to medimval popes to find
the autocratic and anti-American spirit. It 1s part, of
popery and persists in the latest of the papal line as
among his predecessors,*
In the first year of his reign, Leo published an en-
cyclical letter “/On the Evils Affecting Modern Society:
heir Causes and Remedies.” (9). ief among these
evils, in the estimation of the pope, is what he refers to as
“‘seizing of the temporal power, conferred many centuries
ago by Divine Providence on the bishop of Rome, that he
might without let or hindrance use the authority con-
ferred by Christ for the eternal welfare of nations.”” (11).
In plain English, without frills or furbelows, the
pope says that the chief evil of modern society was the
act of the Italian people when they declared their po-
litical independence of the former pope, Pius IX, and es-
tablished an Ttalian nation on the territory of the papal
states, And the papal remedy for that evil is made plain
in the following: (15). .
‘We eannot omit in the discharge of Our duty, which obliges Us to
guard the rights of Holy Church, to renew and confirm in every par-
ticular by this Our Letter those deelarations and protests which Pius
1X, of sacred memory, Our predecessor, on many and repeated occa-
sions published against the seizing of the-civil sovereignty and the in-
fringement of rights belonging to the Roman church.

With these' words Leo re-asserts the right of the
papacy to rule in civil as well as spiritual affairs. Fur-
thermore, he makes it clear that, in%is belief, the restora-
tion of the popes’ temporal power is the essential remedy
for the greatest evil ectinF modern society,

How ruch that sounds like one of our own politicians
declaring that all evil will cease and all wrongs will be
righted when he, the speaker, is elected to congress. It is
nothing more or less than a %olitica claim served with a
sugar-coating of religious verbiage. The three succeeding
popes, including the present Benediet XV, urge the iden-
tical claim to temporal power; and Benediet now seeks a
place in the peace congress to follow the great war as a
means of securing a realm to rule in the king-like way of
the ancient and medi®val pontiffs,

And don’t mistake the force and bearing of what a
pg& u{;m these official documents. * When Leo says
(804) *“We hold upon this earth the place of God Al-
mighty”’ and demands the restoration of his power as a
temporal ruler, he expeets every Roman Catholie on earth
to support him in that claim; and every Roman Catholie,
with sufficient intelligence to understand his own profes-
gion of faith, is bound to do it.

If the slogan adopted by the Knights of Columbus

tion from the decrees of Pops Leo XIIT, as printed fn this articl

taken from the volume entitled **The Great Encvetionl Lotsors nfgi":pr:
Leo XII1’* published by Benxiger Bros, of New York, O neinnati, and Chieago;
‘'printers to the holy apostolie see.’” Third edition with the imprimatur of Arch.

| M. Fasley and ot
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(Make America Roman Oatholic) is ever realized, the
popes will rule this eountry-+whether direetly or indi-
reotly makes no difference, for it means that papal teach-
S e
L will supreme, temporally as well as spir-
i ,overthenﬁ‘:so})allitnowcondms.

Let us now note a few of the many things which Leo
condemns in his capacity as the infallible divinely :}:—
pointed authority on faith and morals, and as holding the

It is quite unlawful to demand; to defend, or to grant uncondi-
tional freedom of th of speech, of writing, or of worship, as if

{these were so many rights given by nature to man.——(161),

In one short sentence this pretender to rulership of
the earth by divine right sweeps away every American

‘|elaim to rights guaranteed by American law. Freedom of

religion is to be replaced with Roman Catholic monopoly
of religion. Freedom of thought, speech, and writing are
to be followed by papal eensorship; and we are to be told
what to think, believe, say, and write by the popes who
know it all because they ‘‘hold upon this earth the place
of God Almighty."” :

And the lamentable part of this is that the pope now
exercises that asserted authority over his subjects in
America aswell as elsewhere. Whenever a papist, lay-
man or priest, beging to think, talk, or write in a manner
distasteful to his pope, he must cease or get out. Where
would he go if popery had its desired monoply in all na-
tions ¢ O§ all autocratic rulers, the popes are most des-
potie to the extent they dare go with their despotism.
Popular opinion has its restraining effect as yet; but, if
that becomes corrupted through papist teaching, popery
may blossom info full flower with consequences compar-
able only to the days of the Spanish Inquisition. Else-
where he says:

The liberty of thinking and of publishing whatsoever one likes,
without any hindrance, is not in itself an advantage over which so-
ciety can wisely rejoice. On the contrary it is the fountain-head and
origin of many evils: (123).

And yet society has wisely rejoiced over every re-
straint removed from speech and the press. Any kind of
freedom can be abused; but that is no argument against,
freedom, or in favor of the censorship that popes and pa-
pists have always favored and now seek to establish in
America. Freedom of speech and publication was pretty
well regulated by papal agents while the Inquisition flour-
ished ; but we have not heard of society rejoicing over it.
Here is another gem:

To exclude the Church (Roman Catholie, of course) ® * ® from
the power of making laws ® ® ® is a grave and fatal error * ®* * To
wish the Chureh to be subjeet to the eivil power in the exercise of
her duty is & great folly and a sheer injustice, ® ®* ® The Church of
Christ (Roman Catholic every time the pope mentions it) is the true
and sole teacher of virtue and guardian of morals. (124).

Get the meaning of popery’s claim to equal or su-
perior power with or over the state, and its claim to a
monopoly of virtue; then note the right of Rome to con-
trol and direct the voter, in America as elsewhere, in the
following:

Where. the, Church does not forbid taking part in publie affairs,
it is fit and proper to give support to men of acknowledged worth,
and who pledge themselves to deserve well in the Catholie cause. (198).
And what is the *“Catholic cause” but the conquest of
g:e earth and its subjection to the papal system? Mark

18

It would be very erroneous to draw the conclusion that in Amer-
ica is to be sought the typo of the most desirable status of the Chureh,
or that it would be universally lawful or expedient for State and
Church to be, as in America, dissevered and divoreed. (823).

She (the Roman Catholie Chureh) would bring forth more abun-
dant fruits if, in addition to liberty, she enjoyed the favor of the
laws and the patronage of the public authority, (324),

There is no doubt about it;"and that is why papists
are moving with every gower at their command to cap-
ture the law-making bodies and the patronage of public
authority. - They give their political support to “men of
acknowledged worth” to Rome; and to men ““who pledge
themselves to deserve well in the Catholic cause.’”” And
all this that pro-papal anti-Americanism may triumph to
the glory of Rome and the ruin of America.

The Plain Truth About Papal Rome

The trouble with the “Holy Apostolic Roman Cath-
olic Chureh” is that it is not holy, not apostolie, not Ro-
man, not catholie, and not a church.

Only that can be ealled holy which is set apart for
the service of God; a holy thing must be separate from
secular things. The so-called Church of Rome is too in-
tent on aceumulation of wealth and acquisition of power
to be called holy.

It is not apostolic; for its papal dictators and su-
preme authorities, in the past and in the present, in no
wise represént the meek and lowly Carpenter of Naza-
reth Whose true apostles do His works.

It is no more Roman than Irish or German. It re-
bels at the restraint of any civil authority, be that author-
ity Roman or Ttalian or English or American.

It is not catholic; for to be catholic is to be universal
in, at least, some one particular.

It is not a church; for a church is an organized body
of devotees whose sole or chief business is the propagation
of religion. ,

The plain truth about this thing is that it is an an-
cient graft which derives its pattern and
pagan empire of ancient Rome.
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How Italians Voted
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which the papacy was robbed in
1870, when the Italy of the popes
becameo Italy of a econstitu-
tional monarchy, To restore the
temporal ];uwer would be only to
restore stolen goods.

when we found, as set forth last
week, that the eampaign for this
restoration . was really launched,
in the United States, in Canada,
in Australia and in England, It
was our understanding of the
course of events that whilst the
papacy would continue mumbling
and grimbling and prating of its
lost temporal sovereignty, noth-/
ing would ever be done as a mat- |
ter of fact, because in this late
day, everything outside of vati-
can ambitions was against it. And

definite program to wrest from
Italy land enough to make the
pope again a temporal despot,’
with all the sinister meaning it
will have for the benign and pro-
gressive government which is
now ruling the Italian people. . |
The situation demands, there-!
fore, that we take at least one
sharp “look at this matter of
‘‘stolen goods.”” Was the tem-
poral reign of the popes in Italy
stolen from them { '
In 1870 the people of Ttaly
were given the opportunity of
voting whether or no they would
wish to remain under the papal
rule. Here are the figures: I
The Roman Provinees voted
133,681 for annexation “with
Italy, 1,607 against annexation.
In Rome itself 40,785 voted for,
Vietor _anmanuel, 46 voted for
the pope. In Umbria 95,075 voted
pope. In the Marches 133,807
the pope.
There you are. To wrest the
papal states, or any portion of

take Massachusetts or Kansas and
foreibly eliminate them from the
United States. No, the war of
Vietor Emmanuel and Garbaldi
made & united Italy, It is an his-
torieal fact that the papal states
were the worst governed in Eu-
rope, And no one will be 8o
brazen as to daffirm that the tem-
poral aspeet of the papacy has
contributed to the spirituality or
humanity of the papaecy.

It is therefore amazing and
startling that this campaign for
temporal sovereignty with large
possessions should be foisted on
the world in this somewhat ad-
vanced age. The claim that the
restoration is simply a return of |
stolgn goods is a dancing on guick-

possessions  of |

None the less we were startled |Nov

vet here it is in broad daylight, a|

for the king, 380 voted for the

voted for the king, 1,212 voted fop

them from their free, overwhelm- |’
ing wish to remain a part of Italy, |8
would be as colossal a erime as to | 3% 7
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